
LIST OF SIGNATORIES TO AMICUS 
 

Amicus Curiae Oklahoma State Medical Association (“OSMA”) is part of a 
national network of medical associations that cooperates to represent medical doctors on 
local, state, and national issues. With over 4,600 physician members, OSMA is the 
primary professional association for individuals licensed to practice medicine in 
Oklahoma.  Founded in 1906, the physicians of OSMA are committed to advancing the 
science and art of medicine for the betterment of Oklahoma physicians and the public 
they serve, and to fostering the highest ethical and clinical standards for the practice of 
medicine in the State of Oklahoma. is part of a national network of medical associations 
that cooperates to represent medical doctors on local, state, and national issues. The 4,600 
physician members of the association. 
 

Amicus Curiae Oklahoma Nurses Association (“ONA”) is the professional 
association for all registered nurses in Oklahoma.  Founded in 1908, ONA is a 
community of nurses across all specialties and practice settings working to promote the 
profession of nursing.  ONA works to address the issues that face nurses on a daily basis 
as well other issues of importance –standards and ethics of care, scope of practice and 
patient safety.  ONA focuses on practice, educational, political and professional issues 
that impact registered nurses in Oklahoma.  ONA strongly supports health care for a 
number of vulnerable populations and believes patients must be secure in the knowledge 
that their treatment providers are wholly devoted to treatment.  ONA believes that the 
breaching of patient confidentiality and the threat of criminal prosecution deters pregnant 
women who suffer from chemical dependence from seeking and obtaining prenatal care. 
 

Amicus Curiae YWCA of Oklahoma City is dedicated to eliminating racism and 
empowering women throughout Oklahoma. YWCA of Oklahoma City provides safe 
places for women and girls, builds strong women leaders, and advocates for women's 
rights and civil rights. 
 

Amicus Curiae Doctors of the World-USA ( “DOW-USA) was founded in 1990 
by a group of volunteer physicians and is an international health and human rights 
organization working where health is diminished or endangered by violations of human 
rights and civil liberties.  Reaching out to the most vulnerable and marginalized populations, 
in concert with local partners around the globe, Doctors of the World-USA’s projects build 
long-term solutions addressing urgent health issues, with particular focus on women’s 
health and vulnerable children. 

 
Amicus Curiae National Stillbirth Society is an organization devoted to 

advocating on behalf of the more than 26,000 American mothers who suffer a stillbirth 
each year.  As a misunderstood, under-discussed and under-researched medial condition, 
its mission is to promote greater stillbirth awareness, research and reform.  The National 
Stillbirth Society supports this brief because it believes that contrary to popular theories, 
stillbirth is a random event that strikes all categories of mothers and is generally never 
caused by something the mother did or did not do.  Although the National Stillbirth 
Society does not condone illicit drug use by any person at any time, it believes that the 



circumstances of Ms. Hernandez’s situation do not suggest a crime, but rather that her 
baby was one of the 15,000 stillbirths each year for which no cause can be attributed. 
 

Amicus Curiae American Nurses Association (“ANA”) is a professional 
organization representing this nation’s over 2.2 million registered nurses.  ANA is 
committed to ensuring the availability and accessibility of health care services.  It 
believes that access to maternal-child health services is particularly critical to efforts to 
prevent disease and to provide early intervention for health care problems.  Thus, it 
opposes laws, policies and practices that erect barriers to prenatal care.   

 
 Amicus Curiae American College of Nurse Midwives ("ACNM"), with roots 
dating back to 1929, is the oldest women's health care organization in the U.S. ACNM 
sets standards for the education, certification and practice of certified nurse-midwives and 
certified midwives, supports research, administers and promotes continuing education 
programs, creates liaisons with state and federal agencies and members of Congress and 
advocates for programs and policies that improve the health status of women and their 
families.  The mission of ACNM is to promote the health and well-being of women and 
newborns within their families and communities through the development and support of 
the profession of midwifery practiced by certified nurse-midwives, and certified 
midwives. The philosophy inherent in the profession states that the midwives believe 
every individual to have the right to safe, satisfying health care with respect for human 
dignity and cultural variations.  
 
ACNM acknowledges that addiction is medically recognized condition that affects more 
than 20 percent of all pregnant women per year. Addiction is the persistent compulsive 
use of a substance known to be physically, psychologically or socially harmful and 
includes addiction to substances such as tobacco, alcohol, prescription medications, and 
illicit drugs. In pregnancy, addiction to one or more of these substances constitutes a 
significant health problem.  ACNM supports a health care system where women with 
addictions in pregnancy are treated with compassion, not punishment. This care should 
occur within a multidisciplinary environment that provides holistic care for pregnant 
women in the context of her social environment and where consideration of the health 
risks is paramount.  Recognizing that substance use in pregnancy is a disease that 
requires a team approach to treatment, the American College of Nurse-Midwives 
supports legislation that: 1. Protects the rights of women with addictions to seek health 
care without fear of criminal retribution; 2. Encourages the development of public health 
programs to address innovative interventions to treat addictions in pregnancy; 3. 
Promotes education and research into this significant public health issue. 
 

Amicus Curiae Global Lawyers and Physicians (“GLP”) is a non-profit non-
governmental organization that focuses on health issues and human rights.  Founded in 
1996, GLP was formed to reinvigorate the collaboration of the legal, medical and public 
health professions in protecting the human rights and dignity of all persons.  GLP’s 
mission is to implement the health-related provisions of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and the Covenants on Civil and Political Rights and Economic, Social, 



and Cultural Rights, with a focus on health and human rights, patient rights, and human 
experimentation. 

 
Amicus Curiae Institute for Health and Recovery (“IHR”) is a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to developing a comprehensive continuum of care for families 
affected by substance abuse, especially women and their children. IHR focuses on the 
development of prevention, intervention, treatment services and the integration of gender-
specific services within substance abuse prevention and treatment. IHR serves individual 
women and men, and families, with a continuing emphasis on pregnant and parenting 
women and their children. IHR members know firsthand the fears pregnant substances 
abusing women have regarding prosecution, causing them to be reluctant to seek prenatal 
care and substance abuse treatment. With over 10 years of experience in working with 
pregnant women who use drugs, IHR rejects policies such as those under which Theresa 
Hernandez was prosecuted. 
 

Amicus Curiae National Association of Nurse Practitioners in Women’s 
Health (“NPWH”), formerly National Association of Nurse Practitioners in 
Reproductive Health, is a professional organization founded in 1980 that represents nurse 
practitioners who provide care to women in both the primary care setting and in women’s 
health specialty practices.  The U.S. Department of Education recognizes NPWH as the 
designated organization for the accreditation of women’s health nurse practitioner 
programs.  NPWH is committed to assuring access of quality health care to women of all 
ages by nurse practitioners, and to protecting a woman’s right to determine the course of 
her own health care.  NPWH programs and publications offer special expertise in 
reproductive health care and nurse practitioner issues.   
 

Amicus Curiae National Association of Social Workers, Inc. (“NASW”) is the 
world’s largest association of professional social workers with over 155,000 members in 
fifty-five chapters throughout the United States and abroad.  Founded in 1955, NASW is 
devoted to promoting the quality and effectiveness of social work practice, advancing the 
knowledge base of the social work profession, and improving the quality of life through 
utilization of social work knowledge and skills.  NASW believes that criminal prosecution 
of women who use drugs during their pregnancy is inimical to family stability and counter 
to the best interests of the child. The needs of society are better served by treatment of 
addiction, not punishment of the addict. NASW’s policy statement, Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Other Drugs, supports “an approach to ATOD [alcohol, tobacco and other drug] problems 
that emphasizes prevention and treatment” and efforts to “eliminate health disparities that 
accrue from ATOD problems and discriminatory practices from the criminal justice 
system.” (NASW, SOCIAL WORK SPEAKS, 7th ed., 2006). 

 
Amicus Curiae National Association of Social Workers, Inc., Oklahoma 

Chapter (“NASW-OK”) works to enhance the professional growth and development of 
its members, to create and maintain professional standards, and to advance sound social 
practices.  NASW-OK has over 1,100 members who participate in eight branches 
throughout Oklahoma and is primarily concerned with this case due to its local impact. 



Amicus Curiae National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 
(“NCADD”), with its nationwide network of affiliates, provides education, information, 
and hope in the fight against the chronic diseases of alcoholism and other drug 
addictions.  Founded in 1944 and based in New York, NCADD historically has provided 
confidential assessment and referral services for alcoholics and other drug addicts 
seeking treatment. In 1990, the NCADD Board of Directors adopted a policy statement 
on “Women, Alcohol, Other Drugs and Pregnancy” recommending that “[s]tates should 
avoid measures which would define alcohol and other drug use during pregnancy as 
prenatal child abuse and should avoid prosecutions, jailing or other punitive measures 
which would serve to discourage women from seeking health care services.” 

Amicus Curiae American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry (“AAAP”) is an 
international professional membership organization made up of practicing psychiatrists, 
university faculty, medical students and other related professionals founded in 1985 with 
approximately 1,000 members in the United States and around the world.  AAAP is 
devoted to promoting accessibility to the highest quality treatment for all who need it by 
providing continuing education for addiction professionals, disseminating new 
information in the field of addiction psychiatry, and encouraging research on the etiology, 
prevention, identification, and treatment of the addictions.  AAAP opposes the 
prosecution of Theresa Hernandez based on the belief that instead of promoting prenatal 
care and treatment, the threat that women’s use of illegal substances can be disclosed to 
law enforcement for use in criminal prosecutions will likely discourage some pregnant 
women from seeking prenatal care and treatment of their substance use disorder and 
negatively impact the confidential psychiatrist-patient relationship. 

 
Amicus Curiae The Association for Medical Education and Research in 

Substance Abuse (“AMERSA”) was founded in 1976 by members of the Career 
Teachers Program, a multidisciplinary health professional faculty development program 
supported by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism and the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse. AMERSA has since grown to over 300 members representing 
physicians of several specialties (MD and DO), nurses, social workers, psychologists, 
pharmacologists, dentists, and other professionals. AMERSA prides itself on its 
multidisciplinary and multispecialty membership, and its members benefit from the 
diversity of perspectives.  AMERSA members have been responsible for many important 
advances in substance abuse education and research. AMERSA members have 
developed, implemented, and evaluated state-of-the-art curricula, educational programs, 
and faculty development programs. Our members have developed clinical and research 
measures for substance abuse services and professional education. They are actively 
engaged in research related to substance abuse education, clinical service, and prevention. 
 

Amicus Curiae Association of Reproductive Health Professionals (“ARHP”) is 
a national non-profit, interdisciplinary medical association for leaders in the field of 
reproductive health.  Founded in 1963 and comprised of physicians, nurse practitioners, 
other clinicians, pharmacists, and researchers, ARHP serves as an important source of 
reproductive health education and information for health care professionals, patients, 
legislators, other professionals, and the public at large.  ARHP is concerned that the 



prosecution of Theresa Hernandez threatens to undermine the quality of care provided by 
physicians, nurse practitioners, and other clinicians who treat pregnant and parenting 
women in Oklahoma by threatening the prosecution, conviction, and incarceration - 
rather than treatment for their substance use during pregnancy.  
 
 Amicus Curiae Baron Edward de Rothschild Chemical Dependency Institute 
("the Institute") has over 35 years of leadership in the field of addiction treatment, first at 
Beth Israel Medical Center proper, then in 1988 under the name of the Chemical 
Dependency Institute, and now under its new name. The Institute comprises a variety of 
clinical programs that care for some 13,000 individuals annually; these programs are 
provided on an inpatient as well as ambulatory basis, and include both long-term 
rehabilitation as well as acute intervention. They have served as models for clinicians 
from around the world for over three decades. 
 
The Institute also has an active, highly respected research staff that has published scores 
of seminal findings in peer-reviewed professional journals. Institute staff members are 
active participants in international conferences and have played a very strong advocacy 
role, in America and abroad, for humane policy reform and expansion as well as 
enhancement of treatment services. The Institute brings its expertise to this Court to 
explain that punitive government interventions will only deter pregnant substance abusers 
from obtaining prenatal care and drug treatment and undermine health outcomes for 
mother and child. 
 

Amicus Curiae The Center for Children of Incarcerated Parents (“CCIP”) 
was founded in1989 to prevent intergenerational crime and incarceration. CCIP produces 
high quality documentation on, and the development of model services for, children of 
criminal offenders and their families.  CCIP offers educational curricula that includes: 
parent education for prisoners; parent empowerment; parent education for substance-
dependent parents in treatment; parent education for elementary school children; family 
life education; health education for incarcerated mothers; women's issues; the effects of 
trauma and violence on children; mentor training; and parent advocacy for prisoners.  In 
addition, CCIP provides therapeutic services for children, children’s caregivers, and 
teachers, as well as a range of family reunification services.   

 
 Amicus Curiae Center for Gender and Justice (“CGJ”) seeks to develop gender- 
responsive policies and practices for women and girls who are under criminal justice 
supervision. The Center is committed to research and to the implementation of policies 
and programs that will encourage positive outcomes for this underserved population.  
 
 Amicus Curiae Child Welfare Organizing Project (“CWOP”) is a 10-year-old 
organization of New York City parents and professionals who seek reform of New York 
City child welfare practices through increased, meaningful parent / client involvement in 
child welfare decision-making at all levels, from case-planning to policy, budgets and 
legislation.  CWOP has approximately 1,500 parent members.  Most of CWOP's staff, 
and about half of CWOP's Board of Directors, are parents who have had direct, personal 
involvement with the Administration for Children's Services (“ACS”).  A significant 



percentage of CWOP members are mothers in recovery.  A large part of CWOP's work 
involves debunking prevailing stereotypes about ACS-involved parents and families, 
putting a human face on parents who are often unfairly and inaccurately demonized and 
bringing CWOP's unique insights into policy discussions.  CWOP hopes this will result 
in more enlightened public policy that effectively identifies and addresses real problems 
and challenges to successful family life in New York City, ultimately protecting children 
by helping and strengthening their families and communities. 

 
Amicus Curiae Citizens for Midwifery (“CfM”) is a national, non-profit, and 

consumer-based group that promotes maternal and child health through advocating the 
Midwives Model of Care and seeks to have these practices recognized as an accepted 
standard of care for childbearing mothers. In focusing on the normalcy of childbirth and 
the uniqueness of each childbearing woman and family, this model includes monitoring 
the physical, psychological, and social well-being of childbearing mothers, providing 
pregnant women with individualized prenatal care and hands-on assistance during labor 
and delivery, minimizing technological interventions, and identifying women who 
require obstetrical attention.  As an organization, CfM also provides information on 
midwifery and childbirth issues, encourages and provides guidance for midwifery 
advocacy, and represents consumer interests regarding midwifery and maternity care. 
 

Amicus Curiae The Freeman Institute for Cognitive Therapy offers specialized 
training in Behavioral Health Topics, Psychology, Psychiatric Nursing, Addiction 
Treatment and certification Preparation in Cognitive Behavior Therapy for a variety of 
behavioral health disorders, including personality disorders; substance misuse disorders; 
OCD (obsessive compulsive disorder); PTSD (stress disorders); ADHD (attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder); panic disorder (and other anxiety disorders); bipolar disorder; 
pain management; chronic pain; eating disorders; crisis or trauma response; depression; 
 coping skills training; counseling skill education and training; parenting help; treatment 
motivation; individual and group psychotherapy; therapy for children and adolescents; 
and relationship, couple or marriage and family problems.   
 

Amicus Curiae Family Justice is an organization that draws on the unique 
strengths of families and neighborhoods to break cycles of involvement with the criminal 
justice system.  It works on engaging families in support of those released under 
community supervision and demonstrates the positive effect that families have on the 
reentry and rehabilitation process. In pursuing its mission, Family Justice assists 
government and communities by providing direct services, testing methodologies that 
promote change, delivering training and consulting to encourage use of its methods, and 
serving as a resource for both the criminal justice field and the general public.  

 
Amicus Curiae National Coalition for Child Protection Reform ("NCCPR") 

is an organization of professionals, drawn from the fields of law, academia, psychology and 
journalism, who are dedicated to improving child welfare systems through public education 
and advocacy.  NCCPR, a tax-exempt non-profit organization founded at a 1991 meeting at 
Harvard Law School, is incorporated in Massachusetts and headquartered in Alexandria, 
Virginia.  NCCPR devotes much of its attention to public education concerning widespread 
public misconceptions about the child protective system and its impact on the children it is 
intended to serve.  Lawyer members of NCCPR also individually have litigated numerous 



precedential cases involving child protection policies and proceedings.  NCCPR is 
concerned that, contrary to promoting the interests of vulnerable newborn children, a policy 
which calls for the arrest of those children's mothers based upon urine or blood toxicology 
screens, or methadone treatment causes children to suffer unnecessary psychological harm 
and trauma from being separated from their mothers.  NCCPR is also concerned that such a 
separation interferes with the children's constitutionally protected liberty interest in their 
relationship with their mothers. 

Amicus Curiae The National Institute for Reproductive Health (“the Institute”) 
is an innovation institute for state and local organizations working on reproductive health 
issues. The Institute offers strategic guidance, hands-on support and funding to help state 
and local leaders remove barriers to health care and change public policies and to help 
women in communities all across America gain access to the full range of reproductive 
health care options and the opportunity to have healthy pregnancies.  

Amicus Curiae National Latina Institute for Reproductive Health (“NLIRH”) 
wants to ensure the fundamental human right to reproductive health care for Latinas, their 
families and their communities through education, policy advocacy, and community 
mobilization.  Through advocacy, community mobilization, and public education,  
NLIRH is shaping public policy, cultivating new Latina leadership, and broadening the 
reproductive health and rights movement to reflect the unique needs of Latinas.  NLIRH 
believes that coercive, discriminatory and/or punitive policies and practices (such as the 
criminalization of pregnant substance users) are differentially impacting Latinas and 
other women of color.  
 

Amicus Curiae National Women’s Health Network (“NWHN”) improves the 
health of all women by developing and promoting a critical analysis of health issues in 
order to affect policy and support consumer decision-making. The Network aspires to a 
health care system that is guided by social justice and reflects the needs of diverse 
women. The National Women's Health Network was founded in 1975 to give women a 
greater voice within the healthcare system. NWHN is a membership-based organization 
supported by 8,000 individuals and organizations nationwide.  NWHN has established 
core values to guide us in our work as advocates for women's health: (1) We value 
women's descriptions of their own experiences and believe that health policy should 
reflect the diversity of women's experiences, (2) we believe that evidence rather than 
profit should drive the services offered and information that is made available to women 
to inform their health decision making and practices, (3) we value analysis of science that 
takes into consideration systems of power and oppression, (4) we believe that the 
government has an obligation to safeguard the health of all people, (5) all women should 
have access to excellent health care and (6) women's normal physiological changes over 
the lifespan should not be unduly medicalized. 

Amicus Curiae Native American Women’s Health Education Resource Center 
(“the Resource Center”) is the first resource center located on a reservation in the US.  
The Resource Center was formed in 1988 as a project of the Native American 
Community Board on the Yankton Sioux Reservation in South Dakota to address 
pertinent issues of health, education, and economic development of Native American 



people. The Resource Center has expanded to include many programs benefiting people 
locally, nationally, and internationally. Some examples are the Domestic Violence 
Program; AIDS Prevention Program; Youth Services, which include the Child 
Development Program and the Youth Wellness Program; Adult Learning Program; 
Environmental Awareness and Action Project; Cancer Prevention; Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome Awareness Program; Clearinghouse of Educational Materials; Food Pantry; 
Wicozanni Wowapi Newsletter; Diabetic Nutrition Program; Scholarships for Native 
American Women; Reproductive Health and Rights; "Green Thumb" Project; and 
Community Health Fairs. 

Amicus Curiae Oklahoma Women’s Network is an online network whose 
purpose is to improve the status of women and girls via issue advocacy, coalition 
building, and information sharing; to increase the number of women in elective and 
appointed office in Oklahoma through recruitment, leadership training, campaign 
schools, and candidate recognition; to identify gender bias in Oklahoma statutes and 
programs through creation of a state-level women's lobby and other projects that advance 
the cause of women and girls; to promote collaboration and networking between women's 
organizations; to celebrate past Oklahoma women, recognize today's women leaders and 
spotlight Oklahoma's future women leaders via biographies, resumes and contact 
information; and to announce upcoming events of interest to Oklahoma women and 
recount recent events focused on the status of women in Oklahoma. 
 

Amicus Curiae Physicians and Lawyers for National Drug Policy (“PLNDP”) 
is a non-partisan group of the nation's leading physicians and attorneys, whose goal is to 
promote and support public policy and treatment options that are scientifically-based, 
evidence-driven, and cost-effective. The initiative, funded by the JEHT and Robert Wood 
Johnson, and building on the earlier work of Physician Leadership on National Drug 
Policy, is organized around the belief that effective policies for alcohol and other drugs 
must be grounded in data, not politics. PLNDP will advocate for evidence-based policy 
decisions and will encourage local innovation by establishing stable professional 
partnerships in every state and by supporting community coalitions. For the first time, 
physicians and lawyers, often viewed as squaring off in policy debates, have joined 
forces to make a concerted effort to move the national conversation beyond the often 
misleading and polarizing policy debates of the past. 

 
Amicus Curiae Planned Parenthood of Central Oklahoma (“PPCO”) provides 

women, men and families of central Oklahoma the best possible reproductive health care 
services.  PPCO’s mission is to provide comprehensive reproductive and complementary 
health care services in settings which preserve and protect the essential privacy and rights 
of each individual; to advocate for public policies which guarantee these rights and 
ensure access to such services; to provide educational programs which enhance 
understanding of individual and societal implications of human sexuality; to promote 
research and the advancement of technology in reproductive health care; and to 
encourage understanding of their inherent bioethical, behavioral, and social implications.  
More than 8,400 men and women depend on Planned Parenthood of Central Oklahoma 
annually for high-quality, low-cost reproductive health services, and an additional 8,325 



men, women, and teenagers participate in 112 educational programs and professional 
workshops conducted by PPCO.  Founded in 1937, PPCO is one of 122 affiliates 
nationwide of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America®, which together provide 
family planning, reproductive health care and other services to over 2.3 million 
Americans. 
 
 Amicus Curiae Eli Reshef, M.D., practices Obstetrics and Gynecology and is a 
specialist in Reproductive Endocrinology and Fertility and a Clinical Associate Professor 
in the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology at University of Oklahoma Health 
Sciences Center. 
 
 Amicus Curiae Dana Stone, M.D., practices Obstetrics & Gynecology in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Dr. Dana Stone graduated from the University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine and has been in the profession for 16 years.  
 
 Amicus Curiae Jeffrey Blustein, PhD is Professor of Bioethics and Family and 
Social Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine, and adjunct Associate Professor of 
Philosophy, Barnard College. His main areas of scholarly work include bioethics, 
normative ethics, and moral psychology. 
 
 Amicus Curiae Susan C. Boyd, PhD, is Associate Professor in the Studies in 
Policy and Practice Program at University of Victoria, and a Senior Research Fellow in 
the Centre for Addictions Research of British Columbia. Her research is on gender and 
maternal drug use, women in conflict with the law, drug law and policy, and research 
methodology. Professor Boyd is author of Mothers and Illicit Drugs: Transcending the 
Myths, From Witches to Crack Moms: Women, Drug Law, and Policy, and co-author of 
With Child, Substance Use During Pregnancy: a Woman-Centered Approach. 
 
 Amicus Curiae Deborah Coady, M.D., practices Obstetrics & Gynecology 
clinically at Soho Obstetrics & Gynecology PC in New York. Dr. Coady received her 
medical degree from the Mt Sinai School of Medicine of The City University of New 
York and has been in the profession for 27 years.  
 
 Amicus Curiae Nancy Day, M.P.H. is Professor of Psychiatry and Epidemiology.   
She has studied the effects of prenatal exposures to alcohol, marijuana, cocaine, and 
tobacco for over 20 years.  She has published prolifically and has received grants from 
the NIH in support of her work.  She is currently the Director of the Maternal Health  
Practices and Child Development Project centered on identifying long-term effects of 
prenatal substance abuse.  
 

Amicus Curiae Nancy D. Campbell is the author of Using Women: Gender, Drug 
Policy, and Social Justice (Routledge 2000), a history of how pregnant women are used 
to call for drug policies that are unjustifiably harsh and ill considered in terms of their 
social consequences. 
 

Amicus Curiae Katherine Irwin, PhD, is a professor at the University of Hawaii 
at Manoa, teaching courses in: Survey of Criminology, Introduction to Juvenile 



Delinquency, Survey of Drugs and Society, Analysis in Field Research Methods, 
Analysis in Criminology/Juvenile Delinquency, Methods of Research in Criminal Justice, 
Seminar in Criminology.  Dr. Irwin’s research areas include juvenile delinquency, 
deviance, drug use, violence, youth culture, adolescent development, gender and crime, 
research methods, and delinquency prevention. 
 

Amicus Curiae Stephen Kandall, M.D. is a pediatrician who has cared for over a 
thousand babies exposed to drugs.  He is also chief of neonatology at Beth Israel Medical 
Center in New York and has written a book (Substance and Shadow: Women and 
Addiction in the United States Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1996.) outlining the 
horrors of prosecuting women who need drug treatment.   
 

Amicus Curiae F. David Schneider, M.D., M.S.P.H. is a family physician and an 
Associate Professor of Family and Community Medicine at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center and is a recognized expert on issues of health care and domestic 
violence.  Dr. Schneider is the president of the newly established Academy on Violence 
and Abuse, a member of the AMA Advisory Council on Violence and Abuse, and the 
Chair of the American Academy of Family Physicians Commission on Public Health.   
 

Amicus Curiae Linda Worley, M.D. is an Associate Professor in the College of 
Medicine at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences (UAMS) and directs the 
campus wide Student Mental Health Service.  Dr. Worley is a board certified Psychiatrist 
with sub-specialization in Addiction Psychiatry. Dr. Worley was recruited to join the 
UAMS, Department of Psychiatry Faculty in 1992 and was promoted with tenure in 1998 
in the clinician educator track. She has strong interests in psychosomatic medicine and in 
the well-being of health care providers. 
 

Amicus Curiae Ernest Drucker, PhD, is a Professor of Epidemiology and Social 
Medicine and a Professor of Psychiatry at Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine in New York City. His research examines AIDS, drug use, and drug 
policy in the US and abroad.  He is a licensed Clinical Psychologist in New York State 
and active in drug law reform and human rights.  Dr. Drucker was founding Director of a 
1000 patient drug treatment program in the Bronx, and has been an NIH funded 
researcher of AIDS and drug addiction for 15 years. He is author of over 100 scientific 
articles and book chapters and is Editor in Chief of the international journals Addiction 
Research and Theory and the new on-line Harm Reduction Journal.com.  Dr. Drucker 
was a founder of the International Harm Reduction Association and Chairman of Doctors 
of the World / USA (1993- 1997).  Dr. Drucker currently serves as a senior Soros Justice 
Fellow.  
 

Amicus Curiae Fonda Davis Eyler, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of 
Pediatrics of the University of Florida College of Medicine and is also a licensed 
Developmental Psychologist.  Dr. Eyler is Developmental Director of Early Steps, an 
early intervention program for children from birth to three years of age, who live in the 
surrounding sixteen counties and have developmental delays and disabilities. She is a 
Principle Investigator on a prospective, longitudinal research study that has been 



following a cohort of the children born to women who used cocaine during their 
pregnancy and a matched comparison group of pregnant women who were not addicted 
to cocaine and their children.  Dr. Eyler brings a wealth of knowledge concerning the 
impact on children of drug abuse during pregnancy.   
 

Amicus Curiae Dr. Sharon Morgillo Freeman, PhD, MSN, APRN-CS, ACT, is 
the Director of The Center for Brief Therapy in Fort Wayne, Indiana and Vice-President 
of the Freeman Institute for Cognitive Therapy.  She is Past-President of the National 
Association of Addiction Professionals (NAADAC), Member of the Board of Directors 
of The International Association of Cognitive Psychotherapy, Member of the Board of 
Directors of The Alcohol Abuse Deterrent Programs and Past-President of the 
Pennsylvania Association for Addiction Professionals (PAADAC).  Dr. Sharon Freeman 
is board certified by the Academy of Cognitive Therapy in addition to certification as an 
Advanced Practice Psychiatric Clinical Nurse Specialist, and senior level certification as 
an addiction professional (MAC) through NAADAC.  She has a Ph.D in Sociology and 
her two master's degrees were awarded in Psychology through the Adler School of 
Professional Psychology and Advanced Practice Psychiatric nursing at the University of 
Pennsylvania.   
 
 Amicus Curiae Howard Minkoff, M.D., is the Chair of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at Maimonides Medical Center, and a distinguished Professor 
of Obstetrics and Gynecology at the State University of New York Health Science Center 
at Brooklyn. He is a member of the Ethics Committee of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists and he sits on the editorial board or is an editorial 
consultant to almost all of the most prominent medical journal, including JAMA, New 
England Journal of Medicine, Lancet, and hundreds of articles, and is internationally 
recognized expert on HIV disease and high risk pregnancy. Professor Minkoff has 
conducted years of grand scale research, supported by millions of dollars of grants, 
concerning the reproductive behaviors of low-income women, many with drug abuse 
problems. Through his work with these women, he has developed widely adopted 
treatment protocols and ethical guidelines. Professor Minkoff brings his wealth of 
knowledge to this Court to ensure that it understands that punitive measures, including 
criminal prosecutions, of pregnant women with drug abuse problems will harm both 
maternal and child health. 
 
 Amicus Curiae Barbara T. O'Brien, RN, BSN, is Senior Coordinator of the 
Office of Continuing Perinatal Education at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center, where she coordinates and instructs extended coursework for registered nurses 
around fetal and perinatal health, including fetal monitoring regarding alcohol and other 
drug use.   
 

Amicus Curiae Robert G. Newman, M.D., is President Emeritus of Continuum 
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